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PRESIDENT
OF THE WORLD GOJU-RYU KARATE FEDERATION
AND OF THE EUROPEAN GOJU-RYU KARATE FEDERATION
HUMBERTO NUNO DE OLIVEIRA

-
46 years ago, back in the 1970's, a young 27 year -old Goju-Kai Japanese Sensei, Takeji Ogawa,

arrived in Vienna in order to bring and then to develop Goju-Ryu style in Austria (and thereafter also in
Slovakia, then Czechoslovakia).

Just four years later he came to the city of Steyr where his Karate club was founded, and is still under
- his'guidance (although in between he was the trainer of the Austrian National team between 1985 and
1992). Here he chose to live and to raise his family.

-

“| met this Austrian father of Goju-Ryu back in 1991, during our championship in my hometown of
Lishon, and | was deeply impressed by this strong, humble, polite and very friendly man and also by
the'strong team he brought to our 5th championship, when we first discussed the constitution of our
Federation (which was raised two years later in Kamen). A true example of a Goju-Ryu Sensei.

It will be a pleasure to be in his town and to meet him again, thanking him personally for his important
role in the development of our style in Central Europe. This 18th EGKF Championship is the best
homage we can pay him.

This 18th EGKF Championship, the biggest championship ever, organized in this ancient city of Steyr,

_ raised in the meeting point of the two rivers Steyr and Enns, where the Traungau counts erected the
fortress (were the Lamberg Castle and St. Michael's Church are nowadays) of Styraburg in 980. Itis a
major step farour organization including for the first time the categories for children, kids and
youngsters and also people with disabilities - People with learning disabilities, blind & visually impaired
and wheelchair -, one step ahead for an inclusive Karate, one major contribute we give to the Karate
world and a major step forward to our federation.

For some months | have been in close contact with the organizer of the championships Erich Zeindl-
hofer, dedicated to his Sensei (Ogawa Sensei), to our style and facing this event with passion and pro-
fessionalism. I'm sure he will do his best for this event and that the success about to begin will prove it

| wish all the best to this 18th EGKF Championships, one major step more for the growing of our orga-
nization, its unigue characteristics and medel importance.

Humberto Nuno de Oliveira




